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Development of A New Rule Establishing Ground Water Quality Standards
#97-9 (WPCB)

Overview

ThelrdanaDepatment of Evironmeantd Manegamant (IDEM)
hesdevdopadanew rue tobepresanted tothe\Water Fallution
Control Board on October 13, 1999, for consderation of
preiminary adoption, concamningedadigmant of ground weter
quality standards.

Citations Affected
Thisruamekingaddsnew rue3271AC 2-11 andregpeds327
IAC 2-1-7 and 327 IAC 2-1.5-9.

Affected Persons

Thisrulewill potertidly affect dl fadilities, practices and
activitiesthat impact theground water of thegateand are
regulated by or under thejurisdiction of thedepartments of
environmenta manegement, neturd resources or hedlth, the
state fire marshal, or the state chemist.

Reason(s) for the Rule
TheGround Water Pratection Act of 1989(1C 13-18-17-5)
requirestneWater Falluion Contrd Board to edopt rdesunder

start the process anew.

TheGround Weter Task Force(esteblished by IC 13-18-17-1)
formedawork group, inthegaring of 1997, todeveopground
water quality stlandards. Stakeholdersfromavariety of
beckgrounds induding theregulaied community, dtizengroups
andather dateagendes, wereinvitedto partidpateinthework
graupmedings andthemegingswerekegat gpenfor dl toattend
Usngthedauteasaguide, thework group begendisoussonson
the standards.

Theproposad dritistheresLit of coordinetionwith other effected
agandes dakehalder input, intemd work group discussions and
IDEM's interpretation of the statute.

Scheduled Hearings
Firs RublicHeating: Octaber 13,1999, & the WPCB meding
held at the Indiana Government Building South.

Consideration of Factors Outlined in Indiana
Code 13-14-8-4

IndianaCode 13-14-8-4 requiresthat in adopting rulesand
establishing gandards, theboard shdl takeinto account the

IC 4-22-2 establishing ground water quality standardsfollowing:

Economic Impact of the Rule
Theegablishment of thedandardsinthisrulehasnodirect
econamicimped. However, theindiret economicimped of the
rue readtingframtheimplemaniaiondf thedandardsthrough
other rules, may becongderablefor fadilities, practices or
adivitiesthat impect groundwater, judt asit may befor those
that do so under current statutes and rules.

Benefits of the Rule

Therdewill esablishdandardsfor the pratection of ground
waterwhichisavdughleresourceprovidingthedrinkingweter
supply for more than half of Indianas citizens.

Description of the Rulemaking Project

Thisrulemaking beganwiththeOctober 1, 1997, Indiana
Regider publicationof firs natice; apreviousrulemaking
adionwesintiated withfirg naticepublicaionon Uy 1, 1994,
but ddnat cometofruition. Thelgpsedf timecaused IDEM to

1) All exiding physicl conditionsand thednaradier of thearea
affected.

2) P, presant, and probeblefutureusesof theareg, induding
the character of the uses of surrounding aress.

3) Zoning classifications.

4) Trerdured theeddingar quelity or exisingwater oLty
as appropriate.

5) Technicd feesihility, induding thequdlity conditionsthet
ooudberessonebly beadhieved through coordineted contrd of
factors affecting the quality.

6) Economic reesonablenessof measuring or reduang any
particular type of pollution.

(7) Theright of dl personsto anenvironment sufficiently
uncontaminated as not to be injurious to:

(A) human, plant animal, or aquatic life; or

(B) the reasonable enjoyment of life and property.

Rulemaking Process
Thefird gepintherulemeking processisafirg noticepublished
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inthelndiana Register. Thisincludesadiscussion of
issuesand oparsafird comment pariod. Thessoondnaticeis
then published which containsthecommentsand the
dgpatmentsresponsssfromthefirs comment paiod, anatice
of firg medingheating, andthedreft rue TheWater Ralluion
Control Board holdsthefirst meeting/hearing and public
commentsareheard. Theproposedruleis publishedinthe
Indiana Regiger after prdiminary adoptionalongwitha
noticeof second medting/ hearing. If thepropasadruleis
bdartivey different fromthedraft rule athird comment
paiodisrequired. Thesaoond pubdlicmeginghearingished

and pudlicoommentsareheard. Oncefind adoptionooours the
rulebecomeseffective 30 daysatter filingwiththe Secretary of
State.

IDEM Contact

Additiond informationregarding thisrulemaking adioncanbe
adaanedfromMayAm Sevens RuesSadtion, Officedt Weter
Management, (317) 232-8635 or (800) 451-6027 (in Indiana).
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